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How to Apply Rhinestones
There are many different adhesives on the market meant to apply rhinestones to fabric.  I use a water-based adhesive almost exclusively, but E-6000 is easier to manage because of its thick viscosity and consequent immediate grab.  Costumes are most effectively stoned on a form.

If you choose E-6000 Adhesive, prepare first, and take precautions!
Before you open the adhesive, open a window.  Set up a table in front of the window and set up a fan to exhaust the fumes out of your home.  The fumes released as E-6000 dries are carcinogenic.  If you can smell the glue, you need a better exhaust system.  Clip the end of the applicator tip off and make sure there are no rough edges.  If necessary, smooth the tip with a nail file.  Open the adhesive with the cap tool and screw on the applicator tip.  Gently and slowly squeeze the tube from the bottom, until the glue appears at the tip.  A new tube can be very hard to control if you are impatient at this step.  Keep a paper towel to set the glue on to catch any seeping and if your glue is seeping out more quickly than you can use it, replace this towel frequently.  Remove the used towel from your home.   When you are through gluing for the day, place the gown away from where you are to finish curing. Ccap the adhesive and clean the tip with a Q-tip.  You can pop the remaining glue out after it sets up. This glue works really well, but the fumes must be treated with respect.

Method #1 

In this method, you will apply a dot of adhesive to the fabric, and then press the rhinestone into the adhesive.  For any method, I advise you to place your stones in a small 1-2 inch deep bowl with rounded edges, so a gentle shake will turn them over for you, depending on which side you are working with.

Place a dot of glue on the fabric where you want your stone.  If you wipe, you can avoid a long string of glue pulling away from your dot as you pull the tip away, especially important with E-6000. Ask for a demo of this technique.  With a water-base adhesive, you can just apply a dot.  Pick up your stone right side up, either with your fingers, tweezers, or by tapping it with beeswax.  Press the stone into the dot of adhesive.  You should use enough adhesive to see a small ring around the stone.  Generally, however dots of adhesive should not touch each other, or the stretchiness of your costume will be compromised.  As you gain experience with this method, you may be able to put on many dots, and then many stones, but do not put on so many dots that the adhesive loses its tackiness before you get a stone into it.  This is the method I use.

Method #2  

In this method you will use a toothpick or hatpin to get a dot of adhesive, use the adhesive to pick up your rhinestone, and then apply both to your costume at once.

Wipe the pin on the applicator tip, while gently pressing the tube.  Make sure you get an amount of glue appropriate to the size of stone you intend to apply.  Touch the adhesive to the wrong side of the stone, roll the pin in your fingers to turn it right side up and use your finger or a second pin to slide it off where you want it.  Avoid getting the adhesive on your fingers. The advantage to this method is you have only one step for each rhinestone. It works best with thick adhesives like E-6000. Michele, my partner, uses this method.

Final Advice

Don’t wait until near the time you need your costume to apply the stones.  It may take much longer than you imagine.  Michele and I apply between 2 and 4 gross per hour, depending on how much thinking is involved in their placement.  If you decide stoning is not for you, let us know in plenty of time, and we will be happy to get the job done for you.

